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A handful of eighteenth-century Englishmen, scattered throughout
the Bengal territories, without English wives, or prospects of
furlough, and with no rigid moral or religious code, soon adapted
themselves to Indian ways of living. Set on making their fortune
before the climate or disease carried them off, they were zealots for
no cause or political principle, and were content to conduct the
public business according to its traditional Indian forms and in the
traditional hybrid Persian.
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Counterposing the British Orientalists, there were the British
Anglicists... [who] brought to the table a schema about both the
Indian past and Indian present that represented — again in Freud’s
term — a ‘negative 1dentity. Together, the Orientalist “positive’ and
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the Anglicist “negative’ cognitive identities constituted the seed of

the new shared cognitive identity for the Indian intelligentsia.
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